
The UK has now left the EU and the transition period is due to come 
to an end on 31 December 2020, meaning businesses that deal with 
Europe will be required to follow new rules from 1 January 2021.

Although negotiations around a post-Brexit trade deal are ongoing, there remain some definite changes 
and opportunities for businesses; these include adjustments to imports from and exports to the EU, 
including customs, tariffs and VAT.

There are many variables involved in the specific changes required prior to 1 January 2021, and to help guide 
businesses through these, the Government has an informative ‘Get ready for Brexit’ checker that highlights 
the particular actions required depending on business needs, services and interaction with the EU. 

Using the ‘Get ready for Brexit’ checker

You will need to work your way through some simple questions. Initially these cover travel and living 
arrangements, but then move on to questions specifically related to the profile of your business and the 
services it offers.

Once you have answered all of the questions you will be taken to a ‘How to get ready for new rules in 
2021: Your results’ page. This section provides you with relevant information on the actions your business 
needs to take.
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These could include: 

What you need to do to import from the EU from 1 January 2021;

How to make customs declarations;

Whether you need someone to make customs declarations for you;

If you need to pay tariffs on the goods you import;

Obtaining a UK Economic Operator Registration and Identification (EORI) number;

If your employees need a visa or work permit; and

How to continue to be able to access personal data from the EU.

The ‘Get ready for Brexit’ checker can be accessed here: 

Actions for businesses trading with Europe
The Government checker is the most helpful way of finding out the detailed actions your business should 
be taking in order to prepare for 1 January 2021, however new customs and tax rules do demand some 
essential changes for those businesses trading with the rest of Europe. These include:

Obtaining a UK EORI number;

Ascertaining if your goods are eligible for staged controls;

Finding out if you need to complete customs declarations;

Deciding how your business will make customs declarations; and

Checking to see if import VAT is due at the border.

How to get an EORI number
You will need an EORI number to move goods between the UK and non-EU countries. If you do not have 
an EORI number, you may experience increased costs and delays, for example if HMRC cannot clear your 
goods, you may have to pay storage fees.

If you already have an EORI number, check that is starts with GB. This is a requirement to move goods 
between Great Britain and other countries. Apply for a new one if it does not start with GB.

Further details about obtaining an EORI number, including  
the link for applications can be found by clicking here: 

Making customs declarations
If you import goods from Europe that are on the controlled goods list, you will have to make your 
declarations from 1 January 2021. 

Click here to view the list:

The requirements will be the same as they currently are for the rest of the world. 

Click here for details:
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Delaying customs declarations

If you import goods from Europe that are not on the controlled goods list, then it may be possible to defer 
the requirement to make customs declarations for up to six months. You will need to make an ‘entry in 
declarant’s records’ in order to do this. 

Click here for further details:

You will still be required to submit details about the goods you are importing to HMRC and as this is a 
complicated process you may need some professional guidance. 

Find professional guidance by clicking here:

If you do not appoint someone to submit details to HMRC, you will be required to become authorised 
yourself, and as part of this, set up a duty deferment account.

Details of this can be found by clicking here: 

Finding help with customs declarations

From 1 January 2021, you will need to make customs declarations when importing goods from the EU. 

Businesses can choose to make the customs declarations themselves, however this can be a complex 
and time-consuming process that requires the use of specialist software.

If your business needs to make customs declarations, it would be advisable to use a freight agent or 
international logistics specialist to manage customs declarations on your behalf. These agents will be best 
placed to advise on what actions are needed pre and post Brexit, in respect of customs requirements and 
they will have expert knowledge of Import VAT.

It may also be beneficial to use a freight forwarder to make arrangements for intra-EU movements of goods 
after 1 January 2021. There will be a charge for using services such as this, and obtaining a clear picture of 
the costs involved will enable you to consider any price changes required within your own business.

A list of customs agents and fast parcel operators that  
can assist with customs declarations can be found here: 

Transferring personal data into the UK
If you send or receive personal data from the EU, there may be some action required in regard to data 
protection and data flows.

Personal data is any information that can be used to identify a living person, including names, delivery 
details, IP addresses, or HR data such as payroll details. An example of this is a UK company that receives 
customer information from an EU company, such as names and addresses, to provide goods or services.

The EU’s data adequacy assessment of the UK is underway and if this is completed by the end of the 
transition period, this would allow for the free flow of personal data to the EU and the UK without any 
further action required from businesses.

Further guidance on this can be found by clicking here:

Employing EU citizens
Businesses will still be able to employ EU citizens and will be required to carry out the same right to work 
checks as they currently do.

Further details can be found in the Government’s ‘Employer Toolkit’ by clicking here: 
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Intellectual property
There may be some changes that impact on copyright, patents, designs and trademarks.

Full information from the Intellectual Property Office can be found by clicking here: 

European funding
In the event that the UK leaves the EU without a deal, the UK will leave the EU Budget. This means that 
UK organisations would no longer receive future funding for projects under EU programmes, such as the 
European Regional Development Fund and Horizon 2020, without further action.

However, the Government will guarantee EU projects agreed before we leave the EU, to provide more 
certainty for UK organisations over the course of Brexit.

To find out more details about a specific fund click here: 

Further help and information available
The Government has a number of helpful resources, providing additional guidance and updates on the 
changing legislation around Brexit.

  Once you have completed the online Brexit checker at gov.uk/Brexit you can sign up for email updates 
about changes that may affect you. This is a good way of keeping up to speed with this ever-changing 
situation.

  The Government is also running a series of webinars, outlining the support available for businesses 
that trade with the EU. 

 Further details can be found here:

  Additional help and support can be found at the bottom of the Government’s ‘Get ready for Brexit’ leaflet. 

 Download here:

  HMRC have published some helpful step-by-step guides, detailing how businesses should prepare 
for importing and exporting goods from and to the EU. 

 Click here for the steps to prepare to import goods:                 Or to export goods:

Should you need additional guidance or have any queries on the actions required to prepare for Brexit 
please get in touch with your usual M+A Partners contact or email enquiries@mapartners.co.uk
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